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"I am a fool, brother, but what use is there in
repeating lies now? The story was false. It was
the Mahatmaya who came to my house and called
the woman to him. She refused. She would not
leave me." He turned to Fernando. "Aiya, why
come and trouble us? We are poor and ignorant,
and you have wealth, and women in the town as you
told us. Leave us in peace, aiya, leave us in peace."
"It is not lies," broke in Babehami. "Truly you
are a fool. The woman is ashamed now, and lies
to you, and you believe. But what has that to do
with it? The Mahatmaya is now ready to take
the woman. It is time that this folly should end.
Let Mm take her, and come back to this house."
"She refuses, I tell you."
"What has that to do with it? It is time for
you to marry, and leave that filth."
"What is the good, brother, of beginning this
again? It will only lead to angry words again. I
told you, so many years back, that I want no other
wife than this. It is the same now. I will live with
no one else. All these lies and words are use-
less."
"Ohe, ohe! it may lead to angry words; yes, but
are they useless? Last time you refused to listen
to me. Well, I did nothing: I allowed you to go
your own way. You brought shame on me and my